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The QDET
‘challenges’



Almost 10 years ago

“...pretesting’s universally acknowledged
Importance has been honored more in the breach
than in practice, and not a great deal is known
about many aspects of pretesting, including the
extent to which pretests serve their purpose and
lead to improved questionnaires.”

Presser et al (2004) Methods for Testing & Evaluating Survey
Questionnaires. Willey
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The QDET ‘challenge’

whether problems identified in pretests predict measurement error in
surveys; which pretesting methods are best and in what circumstances

using question-testing findings to develop theory to improve the 'repair’ of
guestions
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What’s been
achieved

2.




QT predicting measurement
error

. . Experimental
Statl Stl Cal Desgns, typically involving spilt

_ ballot experiments
modelling: e.g. MTMM, IRT

To date limited experimental evidence

Forsyth, Rothgeb, Willis (2004)
McGee (2007); Fowler (2007; 2009; 2011); Consenza (2007; 2009);
Haraldsen (2009);
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Cost effectiveness

ABS Pretesting in Survey Cross Cultural Survey Guidelines X
Development (2001) Pretesting (2011)

But cost effectiveness not quantified
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Developing theory

Observations Explanations

Experiments
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Repository of findings

UK Data Archive

yuegoO

Individual org’s archives
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Challenges for
the next decade
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Some challenges

m Does pretesting ‘improve’ survey questions?
= How do we measure improvement?

® Which pretesting methods are most cost effective in
Improving survey quality?

= How do we measure cost effectiveness?
m How do we do more with less?

®m What place is there for pretesting in a world without
surveys?
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Shaping the
agenda



What to do?

Meta analyses

Of existing pretest data to inform theory & learn
more about effective use of pretesting methods
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Thank you

If you want further information or
would like to contact the author,

Debbie Collins

T. +44 20 7549 7073
E. debbie.collins@natcen.ac.uk
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